f 


The Way wa Laſting PE ACE, 


A. N-Þ 


TRUE RECONCILIATION. 


T may be ſaid, by way of Alluſion to the Prophets Words; I/aiah 9. «, &c. That after the © | IS 
Garments Rolled is Blood, is at an end, there muſt be "—_ Wa Xo Battle, of which the Fropher atk RT _ 
Burning and Fewel of Fire, &c. That as the former War Killed Men's Bodies, this latter may Deſtroy Men's Corruptio « jr 
_ from whence ==" app ape _ Fightings commonly proceed. eons 

hat this may be Effcted in all, from the Higheſt to the Loweſt, there muſt be a dilivent Wa 

| their own Heard and Ways, unto the Convictions, Motions and Strivings of the Holy Pirie withis —_ the "reolet _ 
want of which, the Flood came upon the Old World, and *rwas faid, God's Spirit ſhall not always Strive with Man : but afoee his lon 
———_— Patience, he gry ymgy all a - nor few _ the Ark. "ol 5 

And Chriſt faith, Mat. 24.37,38,39. viz. As the Days of Noah were, ſo ſhall alſo the coming of the Son of Man be : For as ; 
fore the Flood,they were Eating and Drinking, &c. until the Day that N pom ped the s oe knew 3s until the Flood _ —_— hots gs 

There was theſe two things in the Days of Nes/ obſervable, viz. An Ark and a Flood; an Ark to Preſerve the Faithful and a Flo 
to Deſtroy the Careleſs and Ungodly. | | = 

Therefore thoſe that expeQ a Perpetual and Laſting Peace, muſt leave their Wantonneſs and Mocking, as thoſe Atheiſts did, the Apo- 
ftle ſpeaks on, 2 Peter 3. 3, 4, 9. Becauſe all things ſeemed to them to continue as they were from the Creation, &c, But the Lord ( ſaith the 
Apoſtle) zs not flack concerning his Promiſe, as ſome Men count ſlackneſs, but is long Suffering to as-ward, wot willing that any fbould Periſh 
but that all ſhould come to Repentance : But the Day of the Lord, faith he, will come as « Thief in the Night. Therefore let all Fear he 
Great God, and forſake the Evil of their doings, and be like that good Man Noah, who being moved with Fear, Built an Ark for the 
Preſervation of himſelf and his Family. 

Are not the Coffers of Princes Emptyed, and the Riches of the People much Exhauſted * But is not Pride, Covetouſneſs, Luxury 
and Wantonneſs increaſed and abounding ? Which the Prophets Burning and Fire, ſpoken of before, muſt Conſume, and they be for- 
ſaken, before a perpetual and laſting Peace be Eſtabliſhed : And that Government that makes the Nations happy muſt be upon his 
Shoulders, that the fame Prophet mentions to be borne and given, in his very next words, after the War and Battle with Burning and 
Fewel of Fire, ſaying, For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given, and the Government ſhall be upon his Shoulders. 

Come therefore unto him, who is the Prince of Peace, and Lord of Glory, whole right it is to Reign Spiritually in all Crown'd Heads, and 
over all their Subjeas: If you would, in good earneſt, injoy a firm and laſting Peace ; For there is no Peace, ſaith my God, to the Wicked, Ifa.57.21. 

Come to him all you that call your ſelves Catholicks, and Learn of him Univerſal Love and Good Will towards all thoſe y7ou count your 
Enemies, and ceaſe Perſecutijng of them for their Conſctences to God, over which he only ought to Rule, if you would injoy a firm and laſting 
Peace. And come all you called Proteſtants and Nox-Conformiſts of all forts, and Proteſt by your Practice, againſt all Ungodlike neſs and Non- 
conformity to the Divine Will and Commandments of the Almighty ; reſt not in the Name, but manifeſt your ſelves to be Tiransformed in 


the Renewedneſfs of your Hearts, by bringing, forth the Fruits of a Real Proteſtation againſt all manner of Wickedneſs whiich abounds - 


amongſt you, to the Contempt of True Religion and Holy Converſation, if you expect a firm and lafting Peace. 

For the end of the Bloody or Lion's War mult be the beginning of the Lambs, who ſhall have the ViAtory, not by Gars ents Rolled 
ix Blood, for he Wars not to Deſtroy Men's Lives, but their Corruptions and Luſts, and to fave their Souls ; ' his beginning is ſaid to be, 
With one Crown «pn his Head, and a Bow in his Hana, but the Work of the Lord ſhall fo Protper in his Hand, that the Revelation of 
Jeſus Chriſt to his Servant Johy tells us, That on his Head were many Crowns, at laſt, Rev. 19, 12, 

For when his Name comes to be univerſally Known, by Reading it Written upon his PVefare and upon his Thigh, viz. Thar Great 
and Glorious Name of King of Kijngs, and Lord of Lords; then all Crowns ſhall be laid down as it were at his Feet, And of the Qrcreaſe 
of his Government aud Peace there ſhall be no end; for the Stability of his Times ſhall be Righteouſneſs and Peace. 

When this comes to be fulfilled, Times will be Settled in good earneſt, and there will be no doubt of a firm, laſting and perpetual Peace. 
For the Lion and the Lamb ſhall lye down together, &c. And there will be no Deſtroyer upon all God's Holy Mountain, &c. 

And although my Gray Hairs may not be Priviledged from the Grave until theſi: things be accompliſhed, yet I ſhall lay down my He: 1d 
in hopes, that ſome may be now alive, who may more fully fee the fulfilling of. them. , ” 

For who knows but the King of Kings may tend forth his Embaſſadors of Peace to the Nations yet a far of? And that ſuch may be 
prevalent, in the Spirit and Power of Jeſus Chriſt, to awakea the Nations to a True Reconciliation with God, that they alſo may be 
partakers of a ſaving and laſting Peace through Je/as Chrift. | : 

And who knows but theſe Overturnings of Governours and Governments, and the Bowing of Great Potentates (in making them wil- 
ling to yield up their late Conqueſts, and ſome to confeſs to that which formerly- they would not acknowledge) may make way for 
Chriſt's Peaceable Government ? 

And who knows but the ſame God, in the Day of his Power, may Bow many Strong-willed and Stout-hearted Ones of the World to 
give and yield up the Old Conqueſt or Power ? That Wickednels of all forts hath ſo long had over them, unto him that is called, The 
Deſire of all Nattons, and is foretold to come as the Effett of all thoſe Shakings and Overturnings that ſhall be in the World, that God, and 
his Chriſt alone, whoſe Kingdom cannot be ſhaken, may remain ; the Firm Peace and Everlaſting Reſt for the People of God. 6s 

But know this, that now there is no whole and intire Nation that is the People of God, but they only that Fear God and Work Righ- 
teouſneſs, in every Nation, are accepted of him. | : 

Come therefore all you Princes of this World, and Purge your Selves and Courts from all Unrighteouſneſs, and follow the Example of 
that Holy King David, who promiſed, That when he was Reftored to his Rjngaom, he would not fr « Liar to be in his Houſe. Come alſo 
all you Nobles, and Purge your Families from the Workers of Iniquity ; and all you People that Profeſs Chri/tianity, by the Power 
of Chriſt, Purge your Conſciences from all Dead Works, and Learn truly to ſerve the Living God. _ a 

And come all you that Rejoyce in the Glad-tidings of Peace in your Native Countries, and Learn Sobriety and M __ - : - UE. 
that there may be Rejoycing'in Heaven alſo at. your Converſion from the Evil of your Doings, that you may offer = 0d, Py fs ts 
the Sacrifice of Praiſe and Thankſgiving, by Killing your Luſts and Corruptions; for as in the outward cm tl pk nas S | 
be Killed, ſo muſt COL be _ —_— _ can oy keep * INE of Thankſgiving unto God : When this 15 11ed, y 
we all expe a Ratification from Heaven of a True and Perpetual Feace. : PR. : 

But if Uoſcigned Repeantance be wanting, your Joy will be turned into Mourning ; _ —— — or "apy _ Y 
of the Lord will come upon you, _ ſhall Burn as an Oven, and all that are Proaa, and all tha a , 
leave them neither Root nor Branch. | je : ; ; ol 

Thercoe be Serious, and Repent of your former Miſpentime, and Reform fom the Fighot to the Town Mok Gre of 
Small, then may you expe a Firm and Laſting Peace, That every on? 7:4) as War ; 7e, 

God of Peace, and Loving one another, even your Neighbours as youl SCIVES. 
Hertford, the 1ft of the Fobn Crook, 
8b Month, 1697. ao =—— 
Oe ni I Oe ee 1 Hn/e in Whawes Tart-Conrt in Graciow-ſtreet, 1697. 
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